
	
	

10 DAY LUXURY ART EXPEDITION IN AUSTRALIA’S REMOTE NORTHERN TERRITORY 
WITH ARTIST IDRIS MURPHY 2018 

 
DAY 1 - DARWIN (1 NIGHT) 
Welcome to the Northern Territory and the gateway to the remote wilderness areas of the Top End of 
Australia. This evening, join the group, host and artist for a Welcome Drink in the hotel for a briefing 
about your adventure over the next 10 days. Due to our very early start in the morning, we will be unable 
to have breakfast at the hotel. We will supply fruit and simple snacks. The rest of the evening is at your 
leisure. 
 
DAY 2 -  DARWIN TO MT BORRADAILE (ARNHEM LAND) - 4 NIGHTS 
We will meet in the hotel lobby at 6.30am for a transfer to the airport. Guests to arrive at Chart Air in 
the General Aviation at Darwin Airport at 7am for a 7.30am departure.   
We arrive at Davidson’s Arnhem Land Safari Lodge in Mt Borradaile at 8.30am. After Settling into 
your cabin, the group will meet up with the artist, Idris Murphy, for an overview of tour, sketching and 
painting options. Idris will briefly discuss landscape painting in the context of Australian and 
indigenous art and discuss with the participants their individual needs and expectations.  
 
An early Lunch at the lodge, followed by an excursion to a wilderness site for an afternoon of 
sketching. Over sunset drinks, the group will discuss tour and sketching options for the following few 
days. These can include: 
 

• A boat trip through the many water channels and open floodplain to see some of the 275 bird 
species found in the region. 

• Spend the late afternoon on the billabong observing and sketching the wildlife including the 
many crocodiles that inhabit the watercourses. 

• Walk through savannah woodland or rainforest 
• Visiting rock shelters to see rock art that spans thousands of years. 
• Walk through the incredible catacombs that hold artefacts, signs of recent occupation and 

ancient mortuary rites. 
• Walk up one of the many escarpments to find spectacular stone arrangements and art filled 

occupation sites. 
 

There are no itineraries or busy time schedules to adhere to. Each day, over sunset drinks, we will 
discuss options for the following day. You can do as much or as little as you like. 
 
DAY 3 - MT BORRADAILE 
After breakfast, we will head out for the morning to explore the natural sites and sketch. Idris will be 
working alongside the guests, giving individual guidance. In the afternoon, after lunch, the group will 
head out again to explore, sketch and photograph; creating a variety of pictorial notes to later develop 
into paintings. 

 
 



 
 
In the late afternoon, we will cruise along the billabong to see the sun set over the floodplain and Mt 
Borradaile light up in an array of magnificent colours, while enjoying a glass of wine and nibbles. 
 
DAY 4 & 5 -  MT BORRADAILE 
For the next couple of days after breakfast we will head out to a different area to explore ancient 
aboriginal sites or areas of wild natural beauty. In the middle of the day, we will return to the lodge for 
a swim, lunch and to paint. Idris will talk to the group about colour, composition, use of paint, evoking 
place and content, with regards to landscape painting and guide the participants as they create their 
own artworks. 
Each day will end with sunset drinks and a discussion with Idris about landscape painting and how 
they are progressing, followed by a delicious dinner and time to relax and enjoy the natural sounds of 
the bush. 
 

 
 
DAY 6 - MT BORRADAILE TO DARWIN -  CHARTER FLIGHT TO BAMURRU PLAINS - 4 NIGHTS 
After breakfast we depart at 9am arriving back in Darwin around 10am. Transfer to charter flight to 
Bamurru Plains, which leaves at midday. Just a 30 minutes flight from Darwin airport over some of the 
most spectacular wetlands in the world. We arrive at the lodge for a delicious lunch after which our 
host will discuss the variety of activities that are available including:     
                     

• Cruises on the Sampan River to spot crocodiles  
• Fishing Trips 
• 4WD Safaris 
• Bird Watching & Wildlife Viewing 
• Scenic helicopter flights over the floodplains and 

coastline 
• Tours to the rock art galleries of Arnhem Land 
 

All tours at the Bamurru Plains lodge are optional and not 
included in the tour price. This is because some of you may 
prefer to explore and others to take a more relaxed pace.  You 
may wish to do a mixture of touring and painting with Idris back 
at the lodge. The choice is entirely yours. We like to keep the 
tours as flexible as possible, to accommodate different interests 
and a pace with which everyone is comfortable. In the evening,  
 

	

	

	



 
 
you'll sit back with a sundowner drink and canapés and enjoy the soft ‘Wild Bush Luxury’  
touches that are the Bamurru trademark.  There is also an open bar, a small swimming pool and 
nature reference library. 
 

 
 
DAY 7, 8 & 9 - BAMURRU PLAINS 
GOURMET DINING 
Bamurru Plains lodge is known for it’s gourmet dining, incorporating native and locally sourced produce. 
Breakfast is generally light as guests are up early to experience the wildlife first thing. We start the day 
with freshly baked wild berry & wattle seed muffins, ‘bush eggs’ on sourdough toast with bacon, tomato, 
warrigal green & kutjera relish or house blended bircher muesli with Manuka honey, bush apple and a 
dollop of vanilla bean yoghurt. 
 
Lunch is generally served on the wildlife observation deck overlooking the floodplains, where you can 
enjoy citrus and fennel warm chicken salad with roasted macadamia nuts. Canapés out in the wilderness 
while enjoying your afternoon activity are followed by a three-course dinner featuring more Australian 
bush-inspired recipes.   
 
Watch the chef create his favourite bush spiced duck confit in the open kitchen from our dinner table. 
Guests can help themselves to drinks at any time from the self-service bar offering a variety of 
refreshments. 
 
Below are some wonderful experiences you might like to sample while staying: 
  
THE HIDE 
Raised 6 metres above the ground in the tree canopy overlooking the Mary River floodplain, The Hide is 
the ultimate eyrie from which birdlife and other wildlife can be observed undisturbed in their natural 
habitat. Guests will have a 360º view of the floodplain, canopy and background woodland with adjustable 
flaps to allow cameras and binoculars to be focussed on the surrounding wildlife, birdlife and floodplains. 
 
SIESTA LUNCH RETREAT 
With a picnic hamper, a selection of premium wines, a bird book, set of binoculars and a two way radio to 
stay in touch, let one of Bamurru's field guides drop you at The Hide to enjoy a romantic lunch and 
afternoon siesta with just the sounds and sights of the floodplain to keep you company. This includes a 
private safari drive or airboat to The Hide with a chef-prepared picnic lunch and premium wine.  
 
TREETOP SLEEP OUT 
Be at one with the bush on an overnight sleep out in The Hide. After enjoying a beautiful chef-prepared 
three course dinner in the main lodge, head out to The Hide, spotlighting nocturnal floodplain wildlife on 
 



 
 
your way. Tune in your senses to the sounds of the bush at night, listen for the call of a Barking Owl or 
the snort of a buffalo before slipping into your deluxe swag for a night in your private tree-house away 
from civilisation and the worries of the world. A 7:30am pick-up the next day will have you back at the 
main lodge in-time for breakfast.  
 
FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE SAFARIS 
Our open sided safari vehicles feature shaded canopies with comfortable and raised seating to provide 
the best possible vantage point to view the scenery and wildlife (wallabies, estuarine crocodiles, wild 
horses, buffalos and 236 bird species). 
 
RIVER CRUISES 
The Sampan Creek, which is part of the Mary River System, harbours one of the largest crocodile 
densities in the world. During the dry season (May-October) the crocodiles will regulate their body 
temperatures by basking on the banks in the sunlight.  It's not just the crocodiles, many bird species call 
this mangrove lined environment home. Relax in the shade provided on our canopy covered cruise as 
you meander along this creek system, learning about these animals from our skilled guides and enjoying 
sunset canapés as the light begins to fade. 
 
BARRAMUNDI FISHING AT ITS BEST 
The Barramundi is arguably Australia’s most prized sports fish and the Northern Territory’s Top End is by 
far the best place to target them.  The highlight for any fisherman at Bamurru, is fishing out on the 
floodplains by airboat. The airboat fleet are fitted with casting decks to maximise the experience of fishing 
the floodplain in spots that are only accessible to camp guests.  Experience Barramundi fishing like never 
before with this exhilarating airboat fishing adventure.  
 
DAY 10 - DARWIN 
After a delicious breakfast you will be transferred back to Darwin airport via a chartered flight. 
	
	

	
	
	
COST:			
AUD	14,980	per	person	(Private	Departures	-	on	request)	
Single	room	supplement	on	enquiry	
Cost	based	on	a	minimum	of	6	participants	
Customised	Tours	and	2018	prices	on	request	
	



	
	
INCLUSIONS	(BASED	ON	TWIN	SHARE):			

• 9	X	NIGHTS	ACCOMMODATION		
• 8	X	BREAKFASTS,	LUNCHES	&	DINNERS	
• WELCOME	DRINK	(DARWIN)	
• ARTIST	IDRIS	MURPHY	PAINTING	&	SKETCHING	X	8	DAYS	
• TRANSFER	FROM	HOTEL	TO	AIRPORT	(DARWIN)	
• CHARTER	FLIGHT	FROM	DARWIN	AIRPORT	TO	MT	BORRADAILE	RETURN	
• CHARTER	FLIGHT	FROM	DARWIN	AIRPORT	TO	BAMURRU	PLAINS	RETURN	
• ALL	TOURS	AT	DAVIDSON’S	SAFARI	LODGE	X	4	DAYS	
• EASEL	&	STOOL	
• DRINKS	INCLUDED	AT	BAMURRA	PLAINS	

	
EXCLUSIONS:	

• TRAVEL	INSURANCE	
• TOURS	AT	BAMURRU	PLAINS	LODGE	
• DRINKS	(EXCEPT	WHERE	SPECIFIED	IN	INCLUSIONS)	
• LUNCHES	&	DINNERS	NOT	SPECIFIED	
• WATER	COLOUR	BRUSHES	&	ACRYLIC	PAINTS	(2	-	4	COLOURS)	
• ART	MATERIALS:	PAINTS,	BRUSHES,	SKETCH	PAD,	PENCIL/CRAYONS,	ERASER.	
	

NOTE:	There	is	full	board	at	both	lodges,	but	drinks	are	included	only	at	the	Bamurru	Plains	lodge.	All	tours	are	
included	at	Davidson’s	Safari	Lodge,	but	not	at	Bamurru	Plains.	There	are	many	tours	available	at	Bamurru	Plains	
lodge,	outlined	in	the	website,	these	are	optional	and	not	included	in	the	tour	price.	
	
Important	remarks:	
- Passports	and	visas	are	the	responsibility	of	the	individual.	The	applicants	MUST	ensure	their	passport	

carry	a	6	month	validity	beyond	the	duration	of	your	trip.	
- 6-8	weeks	prior	to	arrival	a	complete	passenger	list	including	full	name,	passport	number,	nationality,	date	

of	birth	and	details	of	travel	insurance	are	required.	
- A	non-refundable	deposit	is	required	to	secure	your	deposit.		
- Art	Travel	Adventures	is	not	responsible	for	any	belongings	of	the	passengers	carried	during	any	services	

rendered	by	its	ground	operators,	such	as	transfers	or	tours.	
- Art	Travel	Adventures	is	not	responsible	for	visa	and	vaccination	regulations.	

	
General	Conditions:	
All	rates	are	quoted	per	person	in	AUD.	
Unless	mentioned	otherwise	all	transfers	and	excursions	are	inclusive	of	local	English	speaking	guide,	changing	
in	each	area.	
			
Duration	for	excursions	mentioned	in	the	descriptions	are	approximate,	and	can	vary	for	operational	reasons.	
In	case	this	number	of	hours	is	exceeded	for	any	reason	that	is	out	of	our	responsibility,	the	additional	hours	of	
use	 can	 be	 subject	 to	 charge.	 Programs	 are	 expected	 to	 be	 carried	 out	 as	 described,	 however	 Art	 Travel	
Adventures	 and	 its	 ground	operators	 reserves	 the	 right	 to	 change	or	 adjust	 itineraries	 for	 the	 safety	of	 our	
passengers.		
	
In	case	of	very	early	departures	we	cannot	guarantee	the	included	breakfast	at	the	hotel.	Depending	on	hotel	
and	time	there	might	be	no	breakfast	at	all	or	a	reduced	breakfast.	At	all	hotels	Check-in	Time	is	usually	after	
midday	 and	 Check-out	 before	 11:00am.	 An	 Early-Check-in	 (ECI)	 or	 Late-Check-out	 (LCO)	must	 be	 requested	
and	can	be	provided	upon	surcharge	subject	to	availability.			
	
Liability:		
Art	Travel	Adventures	liability	will	be	limited	to	the	reimbursement	of	services	supplied	for	failure	of	
services	contracted	by	 its	ground	operators.	Art	Travel	Adventures	cannot	be	held	 liable	 for	any	 injury,	 loss,	
accident,	delay	or	irregularity	occasioned	by	air-carriers	or	third-party	suppliers	and	by	natural		
phenomena,	 sickness,	war,	quarantine,	 strike,	or	any	other	kind	of	 force	major	or	by	attendance	 to	Federal	
Police,	customs	and	Health	Authorities	regulations.	
	
	

	



	
Art	Travel	Adventures	cannot	be	held	liable	for	any	injury,	damage	or	loss	of	any	kind	caused	by	or	resulting	
from	tours	that	 involves	higher	risk	(beach	buggy,	4x4	wheel	tours,	helicopter	flight	and	speed	boats).	These	
tours	 are	 not	 covered	 by	 our	 insurance.	 Clients	 participate	 at	 their	 own	 risk	 and	will	 be	 required	 to	 sign	 a	
waiver	prior	to	departure	on	these	tours.	
Our	general	terms	and	conditions	apply.	

	
Insurance	
Travel	Insurance	is	compulsory	for	everyone	who	travels	with	ART	Travel	Adventures.	The	insurance	policy	
must	include	cover	against	personal	accident,	medical	expenses,	emergency	repatriation	and	personal	liability.	
ART	Travel	Adventures	recommends	insurance	coverage	for	cancellation	to	be	taken	at	the	same	time	
payment,	as	no	exception	to	the	cancellation	provisions	can	be	made.	We	also	recommend	provisions	for	
curtailment,	loss	of	luggage	and	personal	effects.	
	
Conditions	of	Payment:	
A	deposit	of	AUD	1,500	per	person	is	required	to	secure	the	reservation.	Full	payment	is	due	60	days	prior	to	
the	departure	date.	If	the	booking	is	made	within	60	days	of	the	trip	departing,	full	payment	is	required	at	the	
time	of	booking.	All	payments	to	be	made	by	direct	deposit	 to	the	ART	Travel	Adventures	bank	account.	No	
credit	card	payments	are	accepted.	
	
Cancellation:	60	plus	days	from	the	date	of	trip	departure	is	automatic	loss	of	deposit.	
Cancellation:		within	60	days	of	the	trip	departure	is	loss	of	100%	of	trip	price.	
No	Refunds	will	apply	should	you	leave	the	trip	for	any	reason.		
	
Cancellation	conditions	for	land	services:	
Unless	 otherwise	 specified,	 tours	 can	 be	 cancelled	 up	 to	 60	 days	 prior	 to	 arrival	 with	 loss	 of	 deposit	 and	
airfares.	Thereafter,	cancellation	fees	of	10%	to	80%	of	the	total	package	rate	may	apply.	In	case	of	no	show	
on	hotel	or	 land	services	or	cancellations	shortly	prior	to	arrival	date,	we	may	charge	100%	cancellation	fee.	
Cancellation	after	departure	is	100%.	Art	Travel	Adventures	only	charges	cancellation	fees	that	are	charged	by	
our	suppliers.	
	
Cancellation	fees	for	flights	and	for	cruise	packages	are	subject	to	more	restrictive	cancellation	conditions	and	
will	be	informed	separately.	
	
Should	a	tour	be	cancelled	due	to	minimum	numbers	not	being	met	or	unforeseen	circumstances	including,	
but	not	limited	to,	terrorist	attack,	economic	downturn	and	war,	client	safety	at	risk	or	for	operational	reasons,	
you	will	be	offered	a	full	refund	or	a	replacement	travel	option.	
	
	

	
	
	
	

Art	Travel	Adventures	Pty	Ltd	
www.arttraveladventures.com.au	

Phone:		+61	(0)	417	033233	
info@arttraveladventures.com.au	

ABN:		56439149590		
	


